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THE REQUIREMENTS

IMPLEMENTATION

THE RESULT

The well-being of patients is of prime importance in medical 
technology. A faultless technology which functions at all times 
is an absolute must for every manufacturer of medical de-
vices. It was therefore not without reason that Siemens AG de-
cided to rely on Hoffmann + Krippner as their device partner 
when it came to developing a remote control for flexible use. 
 
The requirements for this were as challenging as they were in-
novative: to design a remote control unit for universal use with 
the different medical devices of Siemens AG, to develop a corre-
sponding and aesthetically pleasing plastic casing with ergonomic 
key input, to integrate an electronic control unit, to produce the 
membrane keyboard and the casing, to develop a radio interface 
with corresponding software and to design an own charging stati-
on for fast recharging. 

This project demanded all of the core competencies of Hoffmann + 
Krippner.  Following a development period of just 12 months, it was 
possible to present Siemens AG with the finished product.  A func-
tional, safe and aesthetically discriminating remote control, which 
completely satisfies all of the operational demands placed on it.   
 
All control keys were provided with gentle actuation and GT 
overlay, while the function keys were equipped with grea-
ter actuating force and discreet key embossing in order to 
prevent operating errors on the part of medical personnel. 
 
The keys executed using Hoffmann + Krippner technology commu-
nicate a particularly pleasant haptic to the operator; for safety 
reasons the upper keypad may only be operated in connection 
with simultaneous actuation of the safety key on the back which 
has a large surface and is non-tactile.  The colour design of the 
keys, for example for direction control, is geared to the colours of 
the medical devices and therefore permits intuitive operation.

Today the innovative remote control units made by Hoffmann + 
Krippner are deployed in numerous medical devices from Siemens 
AG, also internationally in 20 countries.  With a sense of responsi-
bility for the highest quality, passion for innovative new develop-
ments and commitment to customers, Hoffmann + Krippner helps 
to ensure that the assistance given to patients around the world 
is faster, better and safer.
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INNOVATION MADE IN GERMANY.  
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TECHNICAL INNOVATION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL

Hoffmann + Krippner is headquartered in Germany and has offices around the world including the 
United States. We have a work force of over 200 and develop and produce innovative input solutions 
for customers in the most diverse sectors, ranging from the electronics industry, medical technology, 
engineering and aviation to military technology.   

We are pioneers in membrane keyboard technology and are market leader in complex input sys-
tems. Innovation and high quality have formed our basic philosophy since the company was estab-
lished in 1972.

As a medium-sized and family-owned second-generation-company, we produce exclusively in Ger-
many. Innovative product development and the extensive know-how of our employees allow us to 
develop and produce comprehensive input device systems, including housing, electronics and soft-
ware for a wide range of clients.  

Our strengths benefit our customers through a broad range of innovative top-level engineering. Our 
long-standing expertise as a leading manufacturer of customized input devices and keyboards in 
Europe results in high-quality solutions for our customers, world-wide. 
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